

Minute
Agenda Item/Outcome

392
Record Attendance, Apologies, Absence


Council:
Attendance:
Cllr Mr S Potter 

Cllr Mrs G Kingston 
Cllr Mr R Wilson

Cllr Mr J Clarke (Chairman)
Cllr Mr R Greener
Cllr Mrs J Shephard

Cllr Mr K Greatorex

Cllr Mr J Parker



Apologies for absence:




Cllr Mrs A Davison


Absence:

None 

Invitees:
Attendance:


Cllr Mr J Shephard (Re minute 398)


Apologies for absence:




None

Public:

Reverend Stephen Trott

393
Welcome new co-opted Councillor and sign Acceptance of Office, Code of Conduct, Etc. forms:

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Wilson to his first meeting with hope that he will be happy in working in the team. The required forms were duly signed.

394       Hold a Public Session for 15 minutes:

The Reverend Stephen Trott attended to request Council to consider:

1. Siting of a bench on a border outside the graveyard in memory of a deceased resident who frequently walked past the spot when alive. A funeral collection of £600 was available for purchase and installation.

2. Cutting the growth on the Harborough Road roundabout for greater visibility across the roundabout to help in minimising accidents. Cllr Mrs Shephard agreed to the check policy about growth on roundabouts with NCC. Cllr Clarke also agreed to raise the matter with Police at the next Community Panel Meeting.

The Chairman thanked Reverend Trott for attending. The requests will be considered later in the meeting.
395
Record any Declarations of Interest on subjects included on this agenda:

Re minute 401(8) - Planning application for work to trees at Winston House, Vyse Road.

Cllr Clarke declared a personal and prejudicial interest due to being an immediate neighbour.

396
Agree minutes of last meeting held on 12/07/2010:

The Clerk apologised for the error of £1,1121.36 in minute 371(4). It should read £1,121.36.

After accepting the apology, it was resolved to accept the minutes and for the Chairman to sign them.

397
Review any matters arising on minutes of last meeting, not covered by items on this agenda:

362(354)
The Clerk reported that he had made contact with developer Connolly Homes who maintain (under a Section 106 agreement with DDC) an area of grassed land adjacent to Dixon Road at Boughton Rise.  It has been confirmed that the grass will be cut periodically, also on request if required by Council and residents. The Clerk has provided a resident with contact details for Connolly Homes; also recommended to DDC that a maintenance schedule be arranged to guarantee regular grass cutting.

366(2)
The Chairman reported that the application for removal of a large tree at Treetops had been prompted by DDC’s Tree Officer when he visited the site and found a small tree on the site had been removed in a conservation area without permission; google mapping had been used to substantiate this. A wall at the back of the site now seems to have been reduced significantly in height and capped without any apparent permission; it was agreed for the Clerk to raise this matter with DDC to investigate. 

398
Receive a report from District Councillor (Mr John Shephard)

The following points were reported:

1. Under a Boundary Commission Review currently taking place, an aim is to create 3 member Wards.

2. DDC planning is currently involved in discussions associated with a proposal for 600 units of University and Moulton College student accommodation on corner land between Boughton Green & Boughton Lanes.

3. Request was made for volunteers for marshalling at a cycling event that John was involved with.

4. Comments/recommendations will be made in minute 408 re Playbuilder Agreement for new playground. 

399
Receive a report from County Councillor (Mrs Judy Shephard)

The following points were reported:

1. The Boundary Commission Review is now not expected to take place until after elections in 2013.

2. NCC Empowerment Grant application forms for return by October end are currently in process of being issued. £10K has been allocated to Judy for her parishes and £3K of this must be associated with Youth. 

3. Judy has concluded 2 years as Chairman of NCC in May. She is now involved with ‘Health Scrutiny’. Council complimented Judy on her work as NCC Chairman and wished her equal success in the new role.

400
Review list of correspondence/items received/sent since last meeting (Plus any late items):
The following items were highlighted:

1. Notice of a quarterly Moulton College Development Forum being formed.

Cllr Mrs Shephard reported that she had agreed to be Chairman; a first meeting has yet to be arranged.

2. Notice of a ‘Big Society’ summit meeting on 02/10/2010 for those that wish to attend.

The following items have been received since the list was circulated:

1. Notice of NCC’s approved trader scheme to enable customers to ‘Buy with Confidence’.

2. Notice of an Affordable Housing Training Session on 01/10/2010 for those that wish to attend.

After noting the above it was resolved to accept the list and for the Chairman to sign it.

PLANNING:

401
Determine responses to the following new planning applications (Plus any late receipts):
The following responses to planning applications were resolved:

1. DA/2010/0555 Demolition of extension to replace with larger one at ‘Sunnymeade’, Vyse Road

NO OBSERVATIONS,

with comment that the development is considered an improvement; any neighbour comments are to be considered.  

2. DA/2010/0558 Raise height of garden wall from 1m to 2m at 29 Moulton Lane

SUPPORT, after noting that a change had been made following neighbour comments

3. DA/2010/0619 Porch, Lifting of a roof, Terrace, Replace window with doors at ‘Stonebrigg’, Butchers Lane

SUPPORT,

with comment that the development is considered an improvement; however, the plans could be a little clearer.

4. DA/2010/0620 Single storey extension at ‘The Old Bakehouse’, Church Street

SUPPORT, 

with comment that the development is considered an improvement; however, it is in a very sensitive area of village.

5. DA/2010/0633 Listed building consent for single storey extension at ‘The Old Bakehouse’, Church Street

SUPPORT,

with comment the same as in 401(5) above.

6. DA/2010/0686 Remove a tree in a conservation area at ‘The Old Bakehouse’, Church Street


SUPPORT

7. DA/2010/0627 Replacement garage with studio above at ‘Reydonacres’ Vyse Road

SUPPORT,

with comment that the development is considered to be an improvement due to it ‘balancing’ the overall appearance.

8. DA/2010/0708 Work to trees subject of a tree preservation order at Winston House, Vyse Road

SUPPORT

It was resolved to accept the following application that was omitted from the agenda in error:

9. DA/2010/0661 Conversion of barn and kitchen extension at ‘Owl Barn’, Boughton Grange, H’Boro.Rd.Nth. 


SUPPORT

402
Note/comment on recent planning application decisions received (plus any late receipts):

1. DA/2010/0423 Single storey rear extension for a garden room at Greencroft, Moulton Ln - GRANTED 

2. DA/2010/0476 Change of use to garden land with 1.8m fence at 39 Howard Lane – GRANTED

3. DA/2010/0534 Work to trees in a conservation area at ‘Treetops’, Butchers Lane – GRANTED

4. DA/2010/0558 Raise height of existing garden wall at 29 Moulton Lane - GRANTED

5. DA/2010/0555 Replace rear extension with a larger one at Sunnymeade, Vyse Road - GRANTED

It was resolved to accept the following application that was omitted from the agenda in error:

6. DA/2010/0620 & 0633 Single storey extension at ‘The Old Bakehouse’ Church Street - WITHDRAWN

403
Review any matters on any applications previously decided upon (if any):

There were no applications to review.

404
Review any matters related to Planning Policies/Consultations:

1. NCC – Minerals & Waste re Boughton Quarry being a preferred site – Report on current status:

a) As referred to in the minutes of last meeting, the Chairman is scheduled to attend an Inspector’s Hearing Session that is to review NCC’s proposed document on future Minerals and Waste operations and their sites. The meeting is to be held at the Park Inn, Silver Street, Northampton on Friday 15/10/2010 and the session on ‘preferred sites’ (including Boughton Quarry) is scheduled from 0930 to 1100am. As previously resolved, the Chairman plans to emphasise that Boughton Quarry should not be a ‘preferred site’; he will agree his presentation with Council at the next meeting on 11/10/2010.

b) Comments on a recent quarry liaison meeting at Boughton Quarry can be found in minute 417 below.

2. WNJPU – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment – Report on current status:

There was nothing to report.

3. WNJPU – Emergent Core Strategy – Report on current status:

There was nothing to report.

405
Review any matters related to applications in preparation or awaiting decisions:

1. WNDC – Development of 3500 houses at Dallington Grange – Report on current status

There was nothing to report.

2. DA/2008/0500 Outline for 500 dwellings, etc at Buckton Fields – Report on current status

There was nothing to report.

3. DA/2007/1400 Outline for 1250 dwellings, etc. at Buckton Fields – Report on current status

There was nothing to report.

FINANCE: 

406
Approve Financial Statements/Bank Reconciliation as at 30/06/2010:

After noting a deficit of £536.32 after proposed payments from the precept account, and that this would be eliminated by the receipt of the 2nd half year precept payment of £9,000.00 from DDC on 24/09/2010, it was resolved to approve the Financial Statement and for the Chairman to sign it.

Cllr Wilson recommended that consideration be given to increasing interest on BPC monies. Comment was made that having instant access rather than long-term placement was an issue to resolve on the matter.  

407
Approve payments shown on Financial Statement and sign cheques (including late invoices):

It was resolved to approve proposed payments of £1,628.68 from precept and £19,413.52 from reserves and for Cllrs Greatorex and Potter to sign cheques and initial invoices/cheque stubs accordingly. 

408
Report on financial position re Playbuilder/Community Spaces funded playground project: 

(including the possibility of making some payments in advance of receiving grant and VAT refund monies)

Much discussion took place on this subject due to the uncertainty of NCC paying BPC the final 50% of Playbuilder funding due to the Government with-holding monies until a critical review has been carried out on signed and unsigned Playbuilder funding contracts. The Clerk read out a statement (received 2 hrs before this meeting (after contact with NCC’s Playbuilder Coordinator and Chief Executive’s Office) on NCC’s current position; in summary, this stated that Playbuilder projects should be suspended until written confirmation is received from the Government’s Department of Education (source of Playbuilder funding). 

A legal opinion from District Councillor John Shephard was that BPC signed a contract with NCC on 01/06/2010 (before the Government announcement) and that there was no NCC termination clause other than for fraud by BPC; on this basis, and with 50% of grant money being received, orders placed, deposits paid and project started (all before the Government announcement), DCllr Shephard recommended that BPC continue with the project on the basis that NCC must honour the signed contract.

There was general agreement that the project was significantly in progress not to suspend or withdraw from it; however, despite a proposal from Cllr Greatorex to continue, an amendment was proposed by Cllr Greener and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shephard that the project should be temporarily suspended whilst NCC’s Chief Executive and Solicitor were pressured for an immediate statement as to whether NCC will be honouring the signed contract. Cllr Mrs Shephard agreed to write and speak with NCC’s Chief Executive tomorrow. The amendment was carried by 5 in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention. 

The Chairman proposed that, whatever the result, an extraordinary meeting of the Council be held within a few days to review whether the project is able to go ahead under the full terms of the signed agreement, or by some other means of funding such as from BPC reserves, playing field funds or by another grant. It was reported that an application for a lottery funded Community Spaces grant was in progress to submit shortly.  

HIGHWAYS (Including Lighting):

409
Review/Progress any traffic calming matters (including consideration for a number of speed limit ‘Repeater’ signs (approx £30 each) to be installed on posts in appropriate areas in the village):

There was nothing to report.

410
Review/Progress any maintenance/work matters:
The Clerk tabled the Works/Maintenance list of outstanding/completed items and highlighted the fact that difficulty was being experienced in getting the hedge trimmed back along the west side of Harborough Rd. 

Cllr Potter commented that a Weeping Willow tree’s branches were hanging very low over Butchers Lane and needed cutting above high-rise vehicle height. The Clerk agreed to pursue some action on the matter.  

411
Receive a report and determine a plan for the replacement of 47 mercury lamps in the village:

The Clerk reported that he had met with Council’s lighting maintenance engineer to view some affected lights and discuss the matter of replacement; subsequently, a quotation has been received for the individual replacement of aging (unsafe??) lamps and wooden/concrete posts. The engineer thought it reasonable to make replacements as and when necessary over a period of 5 years. Cllr Parker agreed to review the quote against needs/plans and make proposals during the budget/precept process at the end of 2010.

ENVIRONMENT (Including NCC and M&K Green-works):

412
Review/Progress any matters related to green-works contractor:

There was nothing to report.

413
Consider the following proposed works to be funded from appropriate reserves:
1. Renovation of Village Sign at a quoted cost of £235 (From Empowerment Grant)

It was resolved for the Clerk to place order on Jenny Newton (Sign restorer).

2. Re-planting of border outside graveyard wall at a quoted cost of £130 (From Empowerment Grant) 

It was resolved for the Clerk to place order on M & Gardening (Council’s contract green-worker) after resolving to reject a proposal from the Reverend Trott (Public Session minute 394 above) for a bench on this border. As an alternative, Council suggested the proposed memorial bench be placed in the graveyard. 


3. Remove self-set elders/dead branch at Vyse Rd end at quoted cost of £190 (From Empowerment Grant)

 
It was resolved for the Clerk to place order on M & K Gardening, (Council’s contract green-worker)


4. Purchase/installation of a bench on Moulton Lane at a cost of £500 approx (From Bench/NB reserve)

It was resolved to agree this in principal pending agreement on a suitable location after viewing; outside ‘Windycroft’ was proposed due to it being the location of a bench in the past.

414
Receive a report on Obelisk Spinney Pocket Park:


There was nothing to report.

415
Receive a report on Boughton Pocket Park:

  
There was nothing to report beyond that in minute 408 above..

OTHER MATTERS:

416
Receive final statement of Village Day 2010 and resolve on donations and carry forward amounts:
Cllr Potter tabled the final statement showing a balance of £797.27 plus an unused budget/precept amount of £500. The following was resolved:

1. Clerk to canvass and produce a list of proposed donations (Total £797.27) for agreement at next meeting.

2. Clerk to open a reserve account for Village Day 2011 with the 2010 budgeted amount of £500.

417
Report on meetings attended since last BPC meeting:
1. 20/07/2010 Community Panel Meeting – Cllr Clarke

Minutes of the meeting will be included in the next circulation file.

2. 24/08/2010 Meeting with Footway Lighting Engineer – Clerk

As reported on in minute 411 above

3. 07/09/2010 Quarry Liason Meeting – Cllr Clarke

In the absence of NCC being able to do so, and a lengthy time delay occurring since the last meeting on 07/09/2009, the Clerk arranged this meeting with a proposed agenda. All the usual representatives attended and it was very useful to meet with 2 new Peter Bennie Limited managers. John Clarke chaired the meeting very effectively and Gill Pawson (consultant to Peter Bennie Limited) took the minutes; when received, these will be included in the circulation file. The next meeting was scheduled on 21/03/2011. 

418
Receive a report on the updating of the Village Design Statement:

Cllr Mrs Shephard reported that there seemed to be no money, support or advice from DDC for any further development of these statements; however, it was generally agreed BPC should continue to attach importance to them and produce addendum(s) to keep the statement up to date. It was particularly mentioned to include all the follies that exist in the Parish.

419
Receive a report on the creation of an Emergency/Community Self-help Plan:
Cllr Wilson volunteered to create a plan. The Chairman thanked Cllr Wilson for this and the Clerk said he would hand over all the information he has on file to get the job started.

420
Receive a report on the Village Hall:

There was nothing to report.

421
Receive a report on the production of a Business Plan for 2010/11:

It was resolved to adopt the Business Plan for 2010/11 that had recently been emailed to all Councillors.

422
Review any matters related to publication means such as Website, Notice-board, Newsletters, etc:
The Clerk reported that he had deleted the content of the CONSULTATIONS page on the website due to it being very difficult to keep updated in detail. In replacement, a summarised version has now been included on the COUNCIL page, alongside the status reports for Planning Applications and Works/Maintenance.

423
Agree any proposed new ‘Welcome to Boughton’ letters:

By reference to recent monthly Register of Elector amendment documents it was resolved for the Clerk to prepare 4 letters for the Chairman to sign and send to new residents in Dixon Road at Boughton Rise. Cllr Greener also provided a name and address for a new resident in Moulton Lane. The Clerk reported that a list of all letters sent was being maintained.

424
Receive any other matters for report only (if any):

There were no matters received for report.

425
Confirm a next meeting date of 11/10/2010:  

It was resolved to confirm the above date and for the meeting to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

426
Close meeting:

The meeting was closed at 9.50pm

THESE MINUTES WERE ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL AT MEETING ON 11/10/2010 (MINUTE            )

Chairman/Date:…………………………………

BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
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