THE PARISH OF BOUGHTON

Minutes of annual meeting held on 16 April 2007 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Present:

Councillors:


Members of the Public


Other
Mr John Clarke (Chairman)
Approx 50 residents


Mrs Fiona Edey (Clerk)


Mrs Lorraine McEllin

Mr Jim Parker

Mrs Arthur Piggins

Mr Eddie Slinn

Mrs Ann Davison

Mrs Judy Shephard

1.
Apologies
Apologies were received from Mr Kevin Greatorex and Mr Robin Anderson.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 April 2006.

The minutes previously circulated were accepted and signed.

3. Report by the Chairman on the activities of the Parish Council during the last year.
John Clarke as Chair gave the following report:-

As Chairman of the Parish Council may I welcome you to the Annual Meeting of the Parish.

The Parish Council have met regularly through the year and I would like to thank the Parish Councillors for their attendance at meetings and for their contribution and support.  My thanks also to Fiona Edey, who has served as our Parish Clerk for four years. To our regret, Fiona is now leaving us and this will be her last meeting.  Gordon Poole has agreed to act as Clerk for up to six months, whilst we find a replacement for Fiona.  Thanks also to John Shephard, our District Councillor and Judy Shephard, our County Councillor for their advice when faced with difficult issues.  There have been no changes on the Parish Council this year.

Parish Councillors have attended review meetings of the Northamptonshire County Council Area Committee, (which will not continue) and Daventry District Council Parish and Town Council meetings.  Meetings have also been attended regarding the Dallington Grange Development and the pre planning consultations for Buckton Fields.

The Parish Council have received and commented on approximately 40 planning applications.

Through traffic remains a major concern for Boughton and is an issue for the majority of parishioners – both volume and speeding.  The project for making Boughton a ‘gated’ village is still in abeyance with Northants County Council, awaiting a policy on privately funded works.  The proposed development of 3,500 houses at Dallington Grange, without an orbital road is bound to increase the volume of traffic through the village and Buckton Fields is also back on the agenda.

Two recent developments that will also be high on the agenda this year are the pre planning consultation for 1,500 dwellings at Buckton Fields and the change of use at Boughton Quarry to allow for the importation, shredding and transfer of green waste at the site.

Thanks from the Parish Council must go to all those volunteers who help in the community to make life easier and more agreeable for our residents.  Their valuable work will be reported on at this meeting.

4.
ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2006/07

The Clerk reported that the cumulative funds represented by the bank accounts stood at £25,029.56 as at 31 March 2007.  So therefore there is a general reserve of £13,704, £10,954 for traffic calming and £2,750 for legal fees.  The Parish Council overspent on the Precept due to unforeseen work needed on the willow tree and the replacement of a street light in Humfrey Lane and a new light in Spring Close.

5.
REPORT BY THE POLICE


Sergeant Mike Grady gave the following report:-


Northamptonshire crime figures stand at 65,900 crimes for the whole county from 1.4.06 – 31.3.07.  Boughton had an increase of 9 this year to 58 these being broken down into criminal damage, vehicle damage/theft, burglaries (dwelling).  

Sergeant Grady invited the villagers to meet his team (Safer Community Team) at Brixworth Community Centre on 26 April at 8.00pm. Cards were also distributed to villagers for them to complete with their priority of concerns and to return to the Safer Community Team.

Speed cameras have been in use in the village.  Speedwatch is a scheme offered to villagers where they are trained for speed camera use.  The bike camera has guidelines as to where he can use the speed camera.

6.
REPORT OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME
Alan Goddard gave the following report:

Last year saw an increase in co-ordinators to 16 covering all areas of the village.  The Pocket Park gives concerns due mostly to youths that congregate and cause problems although the police are aware of this.  In comparison to other villages our crime rate is low, but we must not be too complacent especially as summer approaches.  Please ensure that garden sheds are locked securely and as cars parked in the village increases put all belongs out of sight, especially satellite navigation systems, removing tell tale marks off your windscreen.  Please remember to report any local incidents to co-ordinators.  Policing has improved in the last few months although resources are restricted.  

Thanks to Beryl Addington, Secretary who is going to stand down for all her hard work over the years.

7.
ACCOUNTS OF THE PAROCHIAL ACTIVITES

RICHARD HUMFREY (EDUCATION) FOUNDATION

Judy Shephard gave the following report on Kevin Greatorex’s behalf:

During 2006 the Foundation continued to support students in higher education and other local groups.  In all, grants were made to 9 students totalling £1,110.00.  These figures compared with 9 students the previous year and £1,050.00 in total. In addition grants totalling £1,200.00 were made to Boughton School.  In this year, all the year’s income was applied and also part of the accumulated surplus from previous years.  This enabled the Trustees to increase the funding structure and all applicants received their allocation in accordance with the laid-down formula.  Notwithstanding the number of grants the Foundation continues to remain in a healthy state at the moment.

The success of the publicity last year is self-evident from the increase in the awareness of the scheme and the number of applications.  Advertisements will again be published in the Village Magazine and for inclusion on the notice boards at the most appropriate time to have the maximum impact on potential applicants.

A copy of the final accounts for the Charities for 2006 are attached for information.

Application forms will continue to be available from the Clerk to the Charity – Mrs Jill Gist and also from myself, as Chairman.


RICHARD HUMFREY CHARITY

Judy Shephard gave the following report:

I have now completed my 5th year of Chairmanship.  There are at present 9 highly valued Trustees.  I would like to pay special tribute to Mr Robert Dunn who died last year.  He only managed to attend one meeting as Trustee, and was set to be an invaluable team member, before he was so suddenly taken so seriously ill.  Our heartfelt condolences are sent to Jean, his widow.

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Jane Slinn who has taken over Mrs Barbara Piggins role as the Age Concern representative.  Mrs Barbara Piggins, I am pleased to say, has agreed to stay on as a Trustee.  We are also delighted that Mr Roy Palmer has agreed to join us as a new Trustee.  Both Roy and Jane will be most welcome additions to our team.

There have been two meetings held this last financial year, traditionally held in November and March and in the main, regularly attended by its Trustees.

Applications of income were made by 12 people residing in the parish, totalling £1,250.  The committee has unanimously agreed to make a minimum payment of £100 to all individual recipients every year regardless of their marital status.  Tony Cooper is the Auditor of the accounts to whom thanks are given for his clear and precise accounting.

I will make my usual plea that if you know of anyone, however old, who is in need of benefit within the Parish of Boughton, please let me or any Trustee know.

I would like to record my special thanks to Mrs Barbara Piggins, who has been our Age Concern Representative within the village for 7 years but has now sadly retired.  Barbara has selflessly looked after the elderly, the infirm or those at risk within the parish.  She put in many hours beyond the normal call of duty, and was tireless in her task to ensure parishioners health, safety and general well-being.  

The chiropody service continues to be highly valued by those parishioners who use the service.  The Humfrey Charity will of course, continue to financially support its continuance.

Mrs Jill Gist is our very valued secretary of both the Humfrey charities.  Her dedicated and professional approach to the Charities have made her a much appreciated member of the team and I would like to thank her personally for all the extra assistance she selflessly provides.

8.
REPORT OF THE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Mr David Whalley gave the following report for the Village Hall.  

It has been a good year in bookings and fund raising for the Village Hall.

The balance in the General Fund of just over £24,000 to cover the cost of a new car park wall and repair to the side wall also the potential development of the toilets for the disabled and a fire assessment.

There has been an issue with parking which means that it has sometimes spilled into Butchers Lane blocking access.

Provided, we can attract new members onto the committee, there should be sufficient people to ensure the Village Hall continues to be managed effectively.

9.
REPORT OF THE OLD PEOPLE’S WELFARE

There was no report given.

10.
REPORT OF THE BOUGHTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE

David Hamlyn gave the following report:

Kevin Greatorex was thanked for finding a new contractor to cut the grass in the Park, as the previous contractor was unable to continue with the service.

In September last year we held our second car boot sale in 2 years, special thanks again to all Committee members, partners and families for their hard work in making the day very successful.  The Park was again full to the brim with cars trading and customers.  We doubled our profit on the day thanks to the Barclays Bank £ for £ scheme.

In July we had another ROSPA safety inspection carried out on the play area, no urgent action to be taken.

The current balance of the account at the moment is £65,184 to be formally documented within the next few weeks.

There continues to be further vandalism, the damage relates to the further demolition of the fencing around the play area, the demolition and moving of seats and picnic tables and the demolition of safety signs erected around the pond.

I would like to make a request for additional volunteers to join the group.  It would especially apply to the younger generation to become involved in the care and maintenance of the park.

11.
REPORT OF THE BOUGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ MEETING

Gillian Kingston sent the following report which was read out:


I am writing the report as Parent Governor and member of Boughton Community.


My son started Boughton Primary School at the age of 5 in 1992.  TheRe were 11 children in his class and the school was considering closing down due to lack of intake.  My younger daughter now attends Boughton School and it is astounding what a difference 10 years has achieved and the standard attained during that time.


Under the leadership of Cherie Brown, Boughton School has been brought into the 21st Century with enthusiasm and dedication from both her and her innovative staff.  Today Boughton School is home to 134 children and a higher intake is expected in September 2007 with waiting places building up; this has resulted in a lot of disappointed parents and reflects on what a popular school we have in our village and building on its good reputation.  Under Cherie’s watchful eye and the support of her excellent dedicated staff, not forgetting the uwavered buttress of her secretary, Boughton School encourages the children to achieve their goals and more, allowing them to move on to their senior school well adjusted children and ready to cope with a more advanced education.  It is a caring family atmosphere that results in a happy learning environment for its pupils.


Children are encouraged and challenged and Boughton has an excellent reputation as Mrs Brown strives to keep happy balance with the curriculum.  The children are happy and proud to be members of their school and this is reflected in the improving results shown on inspections derived from the Government Policies.

We are very pleased that the school achieved 8 ratings of “Outstanding” in one of these reports and the inspector’s report was both positive and encouraging.

After School Enrichment Activities are available to any of the pupils wishing to join, I only wish some of these clubs were available to us when we were younger!

The Boughton School Association is supportive and produces excellent money raising events throughout the year.  All monies raised through these events are donated to the school and helps contribute to the acquisition of many valuable tools in the school.  Relationships between the school and the community are very good and equally the relationship with both the children and their parents’ is of mutual respect.  All themed days or events are supported wholly by the parents’ and this also reflects on the money raised on these special days which goes to all the worthy causes.

Any anti social behaviour is dealt with promptly and provision for the children’s moral and social development is encouraged.

The position of Boughton School with its surrounding fields and views is a wonderful environment for a child to grow and they are now encouraged to be aware of today’s climate and understanding of the world.  Their continuing understanding of today’s world is also reflected in their Eco gardens and tending to these on a regular basis where they can note the seasonal changes and watch things grow.  This has also led on to a Horticultural Show each year when children exhibit vegetables/fruit that they have gown, or equally the lovely cakes and biscuits they make, which are then sold on, I think that is one of the nicer aspects!

Areas of weakness that Boughton School holds is:-

Traffic – this is becoming more busy and aggressive.  The village is being used as a “rat run” and endangering children walking to and from school.  Any ideas into traffic calming would be wholly received and likewise if Boughton School can help alleviate this problem we will do all we can.

Soon Boughton School will not be big enough to house all the children wishing to join it in the future – let’s hope that we can keep it the small village school it was built to be with a happy environment.

Well done to Mrs Brown and her team for all their hard work and dedication

12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
BOUGHTON QUARRY

The Chair ascertained that the large amount of public presence was due to the planning application for in-vessel composting at the Quarry.  Gill Pawson from GPP was present and was asked if she would like to explain what an in-vessel composting facility was and to answer any queries and concerns raised.  During discussions members of the public brought up concerns such as:-

Noise in completing the project and day to day noise eg fans, vehicles.

Health hazard, contaminated air, dust, odour, lung and respiratory complaints, vermin and litter; also an increase in the volume of lorries. 

There were also complaints about why a lot of the residents had not been informed.  It was evident that there were very strong objections to this planning application by the Parishioners. 

The meeting ended at 9.25pm

   Chairman:………………………………………………………   Date:……………………………….
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