

Minute
Agenda Item/Outcome

P001
Record Attendance, Apologies, Absence


Council:
Attendance:
Cllr Mr S Potter 

Cllr Mrs A Davison 
Cllr Mrs J Shephard

Cllr Mr J Clarke (Chairman)
Cllr Mr K Greatorex



Apologies for absence:




Cllr Mrs G Kingston

Cllr Mr R Wilson

Absence:

Cllr Mr R Greener

Cllr Mr J Parker 

Invitees:
Attendance:


Mr J Shephard (District Councillor
Mr P Cross (WASPRA)


Apologies for absence:




None

Public:

19 signed in residents

The Chairman welcomed everyone to this special planning meeting.

It was agreed for the meeting to be an open discussion/questioning one with Councillors and Public raising matters as appropriate to help Council formulate responses to the planning applications stated on the agenda.  Members of the public were strongly recommended to submit individual personalised responses (not standardised or petitioned) so, collectively, giving more weight and influence on the application to the planning authority. 

P002    To review, discuss and determine response suggestions to planning application DA/2010/1400:

Amended outline planning application for residential development consisting of approximately 1050 dwellings with employment area, local centre, primary school, care home, open space, structural landscaping, highways and drainage infrastructure works and a park and ride scheme on Buckton Fields off Brampton Lane, Harborough Road and Welford Road in Boughton Parish; in preparation for resolving on at the next Parish Council meeting on 8th November 2010.

The Chairman gave a brief introduction to this application; in summary it consisted of:

1. Application for building on this DDC earmarked piece of land goes back many years.

2. A previous application submitted in 2000 was rejected by DDC in 2001, the refusal notice was read out.

3. Another application was submitted in 2007 but was not decided upon by DDC or withdrawn.

4. Similarly, a supplementary application for 500 of 1250 dwellings was not decided upon or withdrawn. 

5. The application has now been amended and resubmitted with a reduced number of dwellings to 1050.

6. The supplementary application for 500 dwellings has not yet been amended, resubmitted or withdrawn.

7. The Parish Council has submitted 2 interim responses to the latest application and both were read out.

8. Parish Councils Brampton, Pitsford, Brixworth, Moulton & Overstone are being sent copies of BPC responses to the application for hopeful support. 

District Councillor, John Shephard, commented that:

1. The application has had a complicated history over a number of years.

2. Initially DDC allocated the land for 1000 dwellings under policy HS2 of the Local Area Plan.

3. DDC endeavoured to delete the 1000 dwellings due to them better being allocated to Daventry.

4. The developer appealed against this deletion to the Secretary of State who upheld their appeal.

5. An amendment to the earlier application is now in progress, made attractive by no apparent need for any major road infrastructure; particularly if the number of dwellings in a phase 1 does not exceed 500.

6. The concept of developing the land seems irreversible so any response should focus on ‘detail’ only.

7. The Parish Council was recommended to submit some proposed ‘conditions’ in their responses.

8. DDC will be questioned to see if there is any possibility again of deleting the dwellings on Buckton Fields for subsequent consideration under any plans related to County Structure and Northampton growth.

Further comments provided were:

1. NBC proposed rejection of previous application due to ‘insufficient infrastructure’. (Cllr Clarke)

2. Policy HS2 in District Plan has been ‘saved’ to include NW by-pass & traffic calming. (Cllr Shephard)

3. A NW by-pass & Valley Way link to Northampton would seem key to the development. (Cllr Greatorex) 

4. S106 agreements in progress for by-pass(£3.5m) & Bus route via Cock Junction(£1.5m). (Cllr Shephard)

5. Information on some false traffic studies was provided, eg: Mill Rd. Students excluded. (WASPRA)

6. A wrong statement of ‘No significant effect on traffic’ included in the application. (WASPRA)

7. Authorities to have plans in place before approving a development. (WASPRA)


8. The land is owned by NCC(80%) and two others(20%). (Cllr Mrs Shephard)


9. A Joint Core Strategy’ needs to be in place before an application is considered. (Resident)


10.NBC seems to be ‘key’ for getting the Buckton Fields site de-commissioned for housing. (Cllr Clarke)


11.Chronicle & Echo have been contacted to report on traffic increase from the development (WASPRA)


12.If the Park n Ride is not fully required, additional dwellings will be applied for. (Cllr Mrs Shephard)


13.Emphasis needs to be given to the problems that increased traffic will create. (Resident)


14.50hectares of high-grade land will be lost by the development. (Cllr Mrs Shephard)


15.A justification for the housing needs to be stated; NBC and DDC apparently have no need. (Cllr Clarke)


16.The housing market is depressed & government is strongly in favour of green belts. (Resident)


17.Reference should be made to Planning Policy Guidance Note No.3 on housing (Cllr Clarke)

18.Emphasise that brown field sites should be developed on before green/agricultural ones (Resident)


In summary the meeting recommended the following for Council to consider including in its next response:


1. Emphasise that developments must be on brown field sites before any green/agricultural ones.


2. Ensure that high-grade agricultural land is not lost un-necessarily.

3. Receive a report from NCC Highways before a decision is made; despite NCC owning most of the land. 

4. Ensure Social and Highway infrastructure needs are assessed on a cumulative basis and put in place.

5. Ensure traffic calming in nearby villages is applied as stated in policy HS2; also to consider impact on:

6. Harborough Rd, Welford Rd, Route via Kingsthorpe and to University, Moulton College, Nptn.College. 

7. Ensure a local development framework is in place before any further development is considered.

8. Justify the need for more houses, particularly when NBC and DDC have stated they see no need.
 


9. Request withdrawal of DA/2008/0500 to avoid confusion until DA/2007/1400 is decided upon.

10. Request DDC to acknowledge and answer resident response letters

11.Obtain copy of reports from NCC Highways, NBC and DDC Case Officer when available

12.Request more time for assessment of the application before submitting another response.

Council was also recommended to prompt residents (via the Village Newsletter) to submit personalised responses to the Planning Authority.

P003
Review and resolve on a response to planning application DA/2010/0844:

Listed building consent to enlarge an existing window into a doorway at 3-4 Church Street

It was resolved for the Chairman and Clerk to determine a response out of the meeting and resolve on it at the next meeting on 08/11/2010.

P004
Review and resolve on a response to planning application DA/2010/0825:

2 storey side extension and pitched roof over hall and garage at 4 Greville Close
It was resolved for the Chairman and Clerk to determine a response out of the meeting and resolve on it at the next meeting on 08/11/2010.

P005
Close meeting:

Before closing the meeting, Chairman thanked everyone for attending, participating in constructive discussion and providing comments/information for Council to consider to formulate its next response.

The meeting was closed at 9.50pm

THESE MINUTES WERE ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL AT MEETING ON 10/01/2011 (MINUTE           )

Chairman/Date:…………………………………
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