

Minute
Agenda Item/Outcome

1.
Record Attendance, Apologies, Absence


Parish Council



Presenters


Public/Residents
Attendance:

Cllr Mr John Clarke (Chairman)

Cllr Mr John Clarke

3 residents

Cllr Mrs Lorraine McEllin

Cllr Mrs Judy Shephard

Cllr Mrs Ann Davison


PC Glynn Lewis

Cllr Mr Jim Parker


Mr Michael Stead

Cllr Mrs Judy Shephard


Mr Steve Campbell






Mr Gordon Poole

Apologies for absence:




Cllr Mr Kevin Greatorex

Cllr Kevin Greatorex 


Cllr Mr Robin Anderson

Mrs Sue Greatorex


Cllr Mr Arthur Piggins


Ms Cheruth Brown 

Cllr Mr Eddie Slinn


Mr David Whalley

2.
Approve minutes of meeting held on Monday 16th April 2007:

The minutes were approved to enable the Chairman to sign them.

3.
Receive reports from the following:

3.1 
POLICE:

Glyn Lewis (Police Community Support Officer) presented the following report.

With regard to Crime in Boughton, the following statistics over the past 4 years were presented. A detailed breakdown is available from the Clerk, should it be required.

Year
Total Crime
Previous Year 
Difference
Percentage 


2008
73

60

13

22

2007
58

49

9

18

2006
49

62

-13

-21

2005
62

70

-8

-11

Over the past 3 years, crime has increased in Boughton with burglaries, theft from vehicles and criminal damage being the main causes. Glyn particularly recommended that properties should be well secured and items such as handbags and ‘Sat Navs’ be removed from vehicles when not in use. Leaflets titled ‘safer community teams – together we’re getting there’ were left with the meeting for distribution.

With regard to Traffic, it was mentioned that this was a continuing and increasing problem in all villages. The problem seems unstoppable despite ‘speed gunning’ taking place daily by the police. Villages are particularly being affected by the increasing use of ‘Sat Navs’ directing drivers over shortest routes. 

In answer to some questions, Glyn provided the following:

1. The Community Safety Team seems to be working well. 

Information on the team can be found on the ‘Police’ page of the village website.

2. The Joint Action Group meeting of several villages seems to be effective in working with the Police.


Minutes of meetings can be found on the ‘Police’ page of the village website.

3. The recently started Police ‘surgeries’ being held in Moulton Village Hall are proving useful. 

Dates can be found on the ‘Police’ page of the village website.

The Chairman thanked Glynn for his report with much appreciation for the work he and team are doing.

3.2  
BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL (ACTIVITIES):

John Clarke (Chairman) presented the following report:

As Chairman of the Parish Council may I welcome you to the Annual Meeting of the Parish and thank you for your interest and attendance.

The Parish Council has met regularly through the year, and I would like to thank the Councillors for their attendance at meetings, and for their contribution and support. Each Councillor has specific as well as general duties, and it is worthwhile highlighting these specific responsibilities to show the ground that is covered by the Council, ie:Planning, Greenworks, Lighting, Highways, Footpaths, Traffic Calming, Pocket Parks, etc. etc. In the wider context, the Parish Council has been ably supported by our County and District Councillors, Judy and John Shephard respectively.

Our thanks also go to Gordon Poole, who took over as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer in May 2007. His performance in this capacity has been exemplary in what has proved to be a demanding year. His advice and knowledge have been invaluable. Gordon will be giving the financial report in the next item on the agenda.

This is an election year for the Parish Council. Two long serving members have decided not to seek re-election; Arthur Piggins and Robin Anderson. It is appropriate to place on record our thanks to them for their time and contribution during their period of service as Parish Councillors’. The first meeting of the new Parish Council will take place on May 12th 2008.

Parish Councillors have attended Daventry District Council Parish Meetings and Planning Committee meetings, Northamptonshire County Council Planning meetings, workshops on Issues and Options consultations and Affordable Housing, Boughton and Pitsford Quarry Liaison meetings, and the police Joint Action Group, plus having representatives on the Village Hall Committee, the Pocket Park Committee and the Richard Humfrey Trust. We have also held meetings with representatives of Northamptonshire County Council Highways and Casualty Reduction Departments.

The Parish Council, as a Statutory Consultee, has received and commented on 40 Planning Applications this past year, the major ones being the IVC facility at Boughton Quarry, and an outline planning application for 1250 dwellings on Buckton Fieldst. Both of them justify further comment. The good news is that Peter Bennie Ltd has withdrawn its planning application for the IVC facility. The objections to this application by the Parish Council and BRAG has run the course of eleven months, and there is no doubt that the weight of objection has played a major part in the withdrawal of the application. It is of vital importance that this facility does not go ahead, not only because of the detrimental effect on the amenity of Boughton, but that it would also establish the quarry as an industrial site for at least 25 years. It remains a central point that activity should cease on this site by 2013, and that it is restored. The result of the Preferred Options consultation as to whether Boughton Quarry is suitable as a main site for waste recycling is still open, but the withdrawal of the IVC planning application should be in our favour, as the IVC facility is central to its use as a main site. We will continue to be vigilant and on our guard. The application for extended hours for the current recycling operation has still to be decided upon. The Parish Council has objected to the extension of hours.

With regard toBuckton Fields, the Parish Council have objected to the outline planning application for 1250 dwellings, and is considering a further response. Daventry District Council has indicated that the planning meeting to consider this application “is still some months away”. In the meantime, a planning application for the first phase of 500 houses is expected. Although not part of the Buckton Fields application, the JPU Issues and Options consultation on their core strategy for the Northampton Growth Area is still under review. The North East extension was one of four options in the consultation. We await the outcome.

Through the initiative of the Obelisk Rise Residents Association, a new pocket park has been established in the Obelisk Spinney behind Spinney Close. Steve Campbell(Chairman of the Association)  has liaised with the Parish Council on this initiative and will be giving his report on progress at this meeting.

The Parish Council web site is now fully operational and up to date. We are indebted to Ian Jackson for his professionalism, time and willingness in achieving this goal, and of course our clerk, Gordon Poole, for his input and his determination to achieve an invaluable communication facility for the Parish.

Traffic, both speeding and volume, continue to be a major concern for Boughton. It has continued to be a frustrating process to effect any real improvement, no matter how minor. The Parish Council have funds put to one side for minor works; for example, a gate at the entrance to the village, and speed matrix signs, but even these have yet to be agreed with Highways. The change in the PFI provider has not helped our cause. We do not meet the criteria for funded traffic calming expenditure. We also continue to pursue the issue of signposting of Moulton College traffic through Boughton. The traffic can only be made worse by the cumulative effect of new developments such as the 3500 homes proposed for the Dallington Grange development, however, this does raise the issue of the North West bypass, and its effect on Boughton.

Thanks from the Parish Council should go to all the volunteers who give their time to our community and contribute freely to make life more agreeable to the residents. This valued work will be reported on at this meeting. It will be appreciated if this community spirit is demonstrated by parishioners in supporting the Village Day on July 5th 2008 both by coming along, and, if possible, contributing in some capacity. Please contact Lorraine McEllin,the event organiser if you are willing to help.

3.3 
BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL (ACCOUNTS):

Gordon Poole (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer) presented the following report:

For year ending 31st March 2008, Precepted and Budgeted expenditure was set by your Council at £18,000; this was a £1,500 increase on the previous year, particularly to provide some reasonable additional reserves. The actual results in summary for the financial year 2007/08 are as follows:

INCOME

£20,713.26

EXPENDITURE
£14,141.51

SURPLUS

£  6,571.75  

For transfer into General, Legal, Grant, Village Day and Traffic Calming reserves.

There have been no significant exceptional expenditure transactions in the year.

The bank account balance currently stands at £31,601.31

On the basis of expenditures to-date, prudent financial control and a reasonable general reserve, your outgoing Parish Council agreed to maintain the Precept for financial year 2008/09 at the previously stated amount of £18,000.

Your Council agreed the 2007/08 year-end accounts just prior to this meeting. Internal and external auditing will now start to take place and is expected to be complete by the end of August. Budgeting for the setting of a Precept for financial year 2009/10 will commence in November 2008.

The Chairman thanked Gordon for his report with much appreciation for the work being done.

3.4 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:

Michael Stead (Senior Co-ordinator) presented the following report:

Changes within the organisation:

Alan Goddard has stepped down as senior co-ordinator, having served the two years that he committed to and I have now taken on that role. Beryl Addington also stepped down as she had clearly indicated she would a year earlier. Both have served the village well and continue as co-ordinators, and Beryl continues in the role of network manager, starting and closing the network when messages are passed by telephone. 

The job of co-ordinating activities with the police has now been taken on by Chris Boyce and the duties of general and minuting secretary have been taken on by Charlotte Mackaness. 

I believe the splitting down of the three jobs that were previously carried out by one person should strengthen the organisation but, at the same time, illustrates what an important mainstay Beryl has been to the organisation for many years and we are indebted to her.

The relationship with the Police:

This continues to be a strong one. We are pleased with the service from the community support team and we would seek to maintain it at full strength. 

Chris Boyce attends the Joint Action Group meetings that have been set up under the policy of Community Engagement and Crime and Disorder Reduction. We welcome this development of closer police involvement with the local community.

The leafleting of local residents with police questionnaires last year to uncover major concerns was welcomed. It seems that Boughton’s concerns with speeding, traffic volumes, and anti-social behaviour are echoed in other villages.

New things that are currently on our agenda include:

1. An autumn open meeting has been scheduled for 29th September 2008 and we hope to provide publicity for ‘Smart Water’ at this event.

2. We are looking into the possible extension of email use for messages within the network and possibly outside it. Despite technical difficulties with the police messaging system we are, in general, pleased with the emailing service that they are currently providing. We are also pleased with the improvements in their newsletter service that has developed in the last couple of years.

The NHW appreciates the opportunity to report to this meeting and looks forward to continuing its successful service to the village.

The Chairman thanked Michael for his report with much appreciation for the work of the organisation. 

3.5 
BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL:

John Clarke, on behalf of David Whalley (Village Hall Chairman), presented the following report:

Village Hall activities over the past year have been satisfactory and routine. 

The accounts as at 31/1/2008 reflect income from letting/donations modestly reduced at £6,110 (£6,540 previous year). Fund raising of £1,147 (£1,345 previous year) plus £500 from the Parish Council lifted total income to £8,414 (£8,802 previous year). The Village Hall Committee repeat their sincere thanks to the Parish Council for their support.

Expenditure of £8,829 (£4,438 previous year) was swollen by capital expenditure of £3,881 to install electric heating of £470 and repairs to the outside wall of £3,441. Extracting these one-off payments would leave routine costs at £4,948 (£4,438 previous year) the increase over the previous period largely due to higher heating costs, plus wages and cleaning materials. 

The Balance Sheet shows a consequent reduction in funds at £23,739 (24,154 previous year). 

The indication from these figures is that the Committee needs to keep up letting levels together with commitment to increasing tarrifs over the winter to take in higher gas and electricity prices. Additionally, the Committee are seeking quotes for repair/refurbishment to the outside fabric of the hall where there is a need to replace wood, and possibly panels, together with a desperate need to paint and re-stain the external walls. Equally the Committee continues to attend to the installation of services for the disabled, ramps and handrails, etc. and, eventually, a toilet. There is also a request from Daventry District Council for the hall to be levied with business rate council tax, presently £750; this is being resisted by Committee. 

Finally, I thank the Village Hall Committee for their energy and efforts. Without their support and commitment, I doubt whether the running of the hall would continue.

The Chairman thanked David for the report with much appreciation for the work of the Committee. 

3.6 OLD PEOPLE’S WELFARE:

John Clarke, on behalf of Sue Greatorex, presented the following report:

I have recently taken over, with Jane Slinn, as representative for Age Concern in the village.

Jane and I have visited various elderly people, at Wednesday coffee morning and in their own homes.

I have put our names and contact numbers in the village magazine and also had fliers printed.

Since the last report, Mr Bert Elkington, Dorothy Wilkinson, Dilys Petit and Dorothy Drayson have died. Reg Grainger and Florence Followell have moved out of the village.

I have already helped June Tarry to find an implement to aid curtain drawing etc. since her shoulder operation. I have also pointed Katie Shephard,s family in the right direction to find day care.

I have visited others; those I haven’t seen yet, I will as soon as possible. I do know most of the elderly personally and see them around and about.

I have been in touch with Jo Forbes, from Age Concern Northants, and now have up to date contacts in my file. Anyone needing help, please get in touch. If we can, we will.

The Chairman thanked Sue for the report with much appreciation for the work being done for the elderly.

3.7 PLAYING FIELD/POCKET PARK:

John Clarke, on behalf of Kevin Greatorex (Treasurer), presented the following report:

The Pocket Park (or Playing Field to use its original title) is held in trust as a recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of Boughton. The general management and control of the property and the arrangements for its use are handled by a ‘management committee’ made up of local representatives volunteering and elected by the community. It was acquired for the village in 1977.

Since the original structure was put in place, many local residents have been involved but now the situation is different. It is becoming much more difficult to recruit residents who are willing to organise and participate in the fund raising and maintenance work; no events were organised last year.

Since the report last year, Chairman David Hamlyn has moved to Brixworth and has relinquished the chair. Currently there is no committee structure and the routine maintenance is being organised by the Treasurer. The cost of mowing, insurance and maintenance exceeds the grant from the Parish Council and unless new blood can be attracted to the committee then the residents of the village as a whole will have to bear the cost of ensuring that the facility is properly maintained in the future.

The Chairman thanked Kevin for the report with much appreciation for the work being done. He suggested to Councillors present that they review at their next meeting the problems mentioned to explore solutions. 

3.8 
OBELISK SPINNEY/POCKET PARK:

Steve Campbell (Chairman of Obelisk Rise Residents Association) presented the following report:

Obelisk Spinney Park has been set up by a group of volunteers interested in protecting and encouraging the spinney between Boughton Village and Obelisk Rise (Group known as Obelisk Spinney Pocket Park CIC). The process of acquiring the management rights to the majority of the land in the spinney has taken over 2 years and has recently been completed with the help of Pro-help and Shoosmiths Solicitors.

We have been paid a grant (Value £5,333.00) for work on the NBC land which we acquired rights to manage over a year ago. We are in the process of completing all the works agreed as part of this grant which has included installation of footpaths, tree works, planting a wild flower meadow, insurance, and we have some signs and information boards on order

. 

A grant has been secured on the mature woodland up to the value of £3,400.00 from Daventry District Council, which will pay 29% of an invoice for improvements to the footpath and tree maintenance. Cost of initial improvements to mature Woodland is estimated in the region of £16,000. Obelisk Spinney Pocket park is actively seeking further grants towards cost of works for the spinney.

Obelisk Spinney now has a website which is www.obeliskspinney.org
All Saints Primary School has a wildflower planting activity for some pupils coming up. Saturday 17th May 2008 is an event for members of the community to join a spring clean of the spinney which involves cutting some brambles back from the footpath between 9am and 12noon.

The group is very committed and would welcome any new members for the committee. We would like to thank all the agencies that have been involved in setting up the pocket park and welcome and thank Boughton Parish Council for their support.

The Chairman thanked Steve for the report with much appreciation for the work being done.

3.9 
BOUGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Gordon Poole, on behalf of Cheruth Brown (Head Teacher), presented the following report:

It is my pleasure to write to you with news of the activities and events that have taken place at Boughton Primary School from September 2007.

We started the new academic year with another highly successful Horticultural Show and we invited local people to come and judge the many entries that had been lovingly prepared and grown during the Summer holidays. Richard Greener, who had kindly donated the trophies came to present them to the children and to give a speech to the parents. Margaret and Lesley Smith from the Farm Shop were also involved. It was a truly great day.

Ryan Suter continues to provide expert tuition with his Soccer Academy and the boys and girls thoroughly enjoy his input on Friday mornings. He recently organised a tournament that involved all of his schools; Boughton won….Fantastic!

We also won the Cluster Football League this year that was organised by Mark Currell, Head Teacher at Overstone Primary School. The children deserved to win it again for the second year running. They certainly put in enough practise with lunchtime sessions and Saturday mornings being prime times for the refining of their skills.

Our Activemark Award for Physical Activities was also well deserved as this is such a high profile area at Boughton and it has certainly been enhanced by our newly acquired scheme devised in Yorkshire called the Rawmarsh Scheme.

Music has also been high on the agenda this year as a large group of our talented and gifted children were coached and then given the opportunity to record their own compositions at The Stables belonging to Johnny Dankworth and Cleo Lane…that will be a trip down memory land for some of you! The end result was superb and it makes me very proud to be associated with such talented singers and musicians. We have also continued with our guitar lessons, woodwind, keyboards and brass and our two choirs have been well attended, developing their voices to great effect. We have participated in two services at church this year, one at Harvest time and one at Christmas; the children and parents enjoyed them very much. We are now looking forward to our contribution to the Northamptonshire Festival of The Arts which will take place in the Summer. Some of our children have written an excellent play again and this will be performed at The Derngate.

Our new pilot scheme for Progress Reports has been received very well by parents, children and staff alike. Children now receive an ongoing report every six weeks which identifies targets for development in each of the thirteen subjects and provides a running commentary tracking every child’s strengths and weaknesses in an extremely rounded and rigorous way. Whilst we are very much against the unnecessary collection of data (‘You don’t fatten a pig by continually weighing it’) we find that it is an extremely useful way of checking on those children who might just fall through the net and it is extremely effective in alerting us to any minor stumbling blocks which may cause problems for the child in the future. It also allows the children to take more ownership of their learning as they develop their own targets that should be completed within a guided time schedule. Our academic achievement is, as always, very good indeed although last year one child had to miss some of her SATS because of a serious illness. The most important fact is that she is better now. However, the so-called ‘powers that be’ do not take this into consideration and the school was penalised because of her absence. As you can imagine, I always have a great deal to say to politicians and Local Authorities on matters of this nature.

Our National Healthy Schools Award was also presented to us at the Kings Park Conference Centre in December…..there’s another one for the cabinet! We also enjoyed taking part in our usual run of community events such as raising funds for Macmillan Nurses, the Poppy Fund for the Biritish Legion, Great Ormond Street Hospital and numerous others to help families abroad. The school community is particularly generous in their donations to worthy causes and we hope to support many more charities in the near future including those closer to home.

The childrens’ ICT opportunities have been developed even further this year as we have been able to install a whole range of wireless facilities to accompany our range of white-boards and all-in-one computers.

We have a brand new teacher in school; she is 21, talented and works tirelessly for the children in her care. We were very fortunate to enlist the expertise of this Newly Qualified Teacher from Edge Hill that is reported to be the best university in the country for the training of new teachers. The children, staff and parents adore her. Her predecessor, who also started here as a Newly Qualified Teacher, started another school in the locality as an Assistant Head Teacher and is hoping to become a fully fledged Head within the next three or four years.

The Governing Body has a large number of new members who are extremely proactive and positive about the school and the progress we are making. They are a friendly crowd, extremely professional, supportive and well educated who share our vision and ethos wholeheartedly. They are a pleasure to work with. You may be interested to hear that one Governor is particularly interested in developing our Travel Plan and he has completed a lot of research to apply for funding so that we can try to address some of the problems that the school and residents face with regard to the build up of traffic in the village. He has spent a great deal of time and effort already and he gave a very thorough presentation at the last Governing Body meeting. If you wish to know further details, please contact Andrew Silcock via the school.

TheGovernors are now faced with the task of selecting a new Head Teacher for the Autumn Term as I will be retiring this year after thirty years in the teaching profession. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Boughton Primary School, particularly the huge number of changes that have taken place over the last eleven years. I will miss it of course, especially my brilliant team of teachers and the children and parents are so special here I will always remember them and the many good times we have shared together.

Meanwhile I would like to wish all the members of the Parish Council all the best for the future as this will probably be the last time I will be communicating with you.

Good health and happiness to you all and thank you for everything.

The Chairman thanked Cheruth for the report and for all the successful work she has done at the school. He proposed to Councillors present that they should send a letter of thanks and best wishes to Cheruth, also to follow up on the mentioned Travel Plan.

3.10 HUMFREY CHARITIES:


Richard Humfrey (Educational) Foundation:

Judy Shephard, on behalf of Kevin Greatorex (Foundation Chairman), presented the following report:

As in previous years, the Foundation continued in 2007 to support students in higher education and other local groups. This year we made grants to 14 students totalling £935.00. Because the numbers of applicants was high this year the trustees had to take the difficult decision to reduce the amount of grant to each student. In addition a grant was made to the PCC for the use of the meeting room. Because the amount of each grant was reduced, the income exceeded the payments and a small balance has been carried forward.

The trustees deeply regret that they were unable to make a grant to the local school this year.

The Foundation continues to publicise its activities to the local residents and application forms can be obtained from Chairman Kevin Greatorex or Secretary Mrs Jill Gist.

The Chairman thanked Kevin for the report with much appreciation for the work of the Foundation. 


Richard Humfrey Charity:

Judy Shephard (Charity Chairman) presented the following report:

I have now completed my sixth year of chairmanship of the Richard Humfrey Charity. There are at present 10 highly valued Trustees (4 co-opted members, 2 Ex-officio members, 2 members nominated by the Parish Council and two extra co-opted members.

There have been two meetings held this last financial year. These are traditionally held in November and March. The meetings of the Charitable Trust are, in the main, regularly attended by its Trustees.

Application of income was made to 14 individuals residing within the Parish totalling £1,400 (there were 14 beneficiaries last year). The Trustees have unanimously agreed to make a minimum payment of £100 to all individual recipients each year regardless of their marital status. Prior to this, eligible couples only received £150 that was regarded by the Trustees as an unfair imbalance. Mr David Whalley is the Auditor of these accounts to whom I thank for his clear and precise accounting and, indeed, for stepping in at the last minute to audit them.

I will make my usual plea that if you know of anyone, however old, who is in need of benefit within the Parish of Boughton, please let me or any Trustee know.

I would like to record my special thanks to Mrs Sue Greatorex and to Mrs Jane Slinn, who are our ‘Age Concern’ representatives within the village. They are our ‘eyes and ears’ on issues concerning the elderly, the infirm or those at risk within the Parish. They ensure that Parishioners’ health, safety and general well-being are not compromised.

The chiropody service continues to be highly valued by those Parishioners who use the service. There were 9 sessions during the past year. The Humfrey Charity will, of course, continue to financially support its continuance.

Mrs Jill Gist is our very valued secretary of both Humfrey charities. Her dedicated and professional approach to the Charities have made her a most appreciated member of the team, and I would like to thank her personally for all the extra assistance she so selflessly provides.

The Chairman thanked Judy for her report with much appreciation for the work of the Charity. 

4.
Receive any other matters:

Resident, Mr Mark Wilkinson, thanked the Chairman and Parish Council for all the work they had done in a voluntary capacity, for the Parish and its community, during the past year. The Chairman thanked Mr Wilkinson for his kind words and commented that volunteers for many things were becoming more and more difficult to get, and retain; on this basis he particularly complimented the above and other organisations for all the excellent work they were doing for the community, often in some difficult situations, the same goes for all those that provide help within the Village and Parish

5.
Agree a next meeting:
It was agreed for the next Annual meeting of the Parish to be held on 

Monday 13th April 2009 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting was closed at 9pm

MINUTES ACCEPTED AT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 13/4/2009 – MINUTE                       . 

Chairman/Date:

THE PARISH OF BOUGHTON


MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING 


Not a Council meeting





Date:		Monday 14th April 2008			Time:		7.30pm


Venue:	Boughton Village Hall			Clerk: 	Gordon Poole 











PAGE  
1

