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  Next Issue: 01/02/2010

	NEXT PARISH/COUNCIL/ETC. MEETINGS: 

Parish Council (7.30pm in Village Hall) 

11/01/10, 08/03/10

12/04/10 (Adoption of Y/E Accounts) – 6.30pm

10/05/10 (Annual meeting)

Annual Parish Meeting (7.30pm in Village Hall)

12/04/10 - NOT a Parish Council Meeting

NEXT DDC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

6.15pm in Council Chamber, Daventry

06/01/10, 27/01/10, 17/02/10

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :

A list of planning applications awaiting a response from the Parish Council, awaiting a decision from DDC and decided upon is published on notice boards and website. If you wish to comment on any of these, please refer to BPC or DDC. 

GRANTS AVAILABLE:

Information has been received that grants of between £250 and £5,000 are available from the Northamptonshire Community Foundation (Under a Government ‘Grassroots’ £130m scheme) to village organizations with an annual income of less that £30,000. For further information please visit website www.ncf.uk.com or telephone 01604 230033.

KINGSTHORPE MEADOWS:

The NN2 Residents Association has informed your Parish Council that it has now purchased 14 acres of land off the Welford Road known as Kingsthorpe Meadows for public use. After considerable time and many discussions with the landowner, conveyance was achieved on 18/12/2009. Due to most of the land being in Boughton Parish, Council has been involved throughout so this is great news to enable the Association to commence improvement and management of the land, starting with a meeting on 01/01/2010.

TELEPHONE KIOSK:

Due to BT determining the service uneconomic and the kiosk redundant, an offer was made to the Parish Council to adopt it. After much discussion with BT and DDC on the matter, the Parish Council can now report that it owns the kiosk (without any telephony equipment) following a payment of £1.00. The kiosk will continue to add character to the conservation area with hope that it can be utilized for some purpose. Please let us know if you have any suggestions.

BUDGET AND PRECEPT SETTING FOR 2010/11:

A draft budget and precept has now been produced for adoption at the next Parish Council meeting on 11/01/2010. As at this time last year, prudence has been observed at a time of economic recession to maintain the precept at £18,000 as in the previous three years. A small amount of money has been budgeted to help organizations in the Parish so, if you are a member, please let us know of any particular need. 

TREES/BUSHES FOULING ROADS & FOOTPATHS:

In many cases the Parish Council has no responsibility or the means to trim trees that may be fouling roads and footpaths and, particularly, the people and vehicles that use them. A recommendation is that you check for any excessive growth for which you are responsible and trim it back as necessary. This is a good time of year to check and do this before growth recommences and birds start to build their nests. 
	UPDATE ON OBELISK SPINNEY:

Work by the Obelisk Spinney Pocket Park Community Interest Company with volunteers continues to develop this amenity. Stoned pathways have been laid, information boards at each entrance have been installed, bluebells have been planted and sowing of wild flower seeds are planned in the spring. For more information contact Steve Campbell on 07795 110106 or visit website www.obeliskspinney.org.uk
UPDATE ON BOUGHTON POCKET PARK:

Work by the enthusiastic committee with volunteers continues to develop this amenity. The pond has been drained of sunken rubbish and fundraising events are being held to enable new play equipment to be installed. Very successful Bonfire/Fireworks and Auction evenings have been held and applications to funding bodies are pending results. For more information contact Charlotte Mackeness on 01604 842311 or visit website www.boughtonpocketpark@yahoo.co.uk.

CIVIC SERVICE – CLLR JUDY SHEPHARD:

Judy who lives in Boughton village, Chairman of Northamptonshire County Counil, held her Civic Service on Sunday 6th December 2009 at Holy Sepulchre Church in Northampton. Many dignatories, invitees and public attended to make it a very moving and memorable occasion. Best wishes are accorded to Judy in her final year of office. 

PLANNING AND CONSULTATIONS:

The Parish Council continues to be alert and responsive to the following that impact on the Parish. For more information, contact those named at the bottom of this sheet.

* 1,250 houses on Buckton Fields

* Continuation of Boughton Quarry as a preferred waste site

* WNJPU’s Emergent Core Strategy

* Substantial developments at Moulton College

* 3,000 houses at Dallington Grange

* Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment

BOUGHTON ELECTORATE INCREASES:

With the opening of the Brampton View Care Village on Brampton Lane, approximately 120 residents have now been added to the electorate making a parish total of around 950.  

NCC EMPOWERMENT GRANT SCHEME:

The Parish Council has welcomed receiving £1,000 in 2009/10 from the County Councillor to enable a number of additional maintenance jobs to get done around the village. A further application has now been submitted with hope of receiving a further grant to spend in 2010/11. 

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING:

As in previous years, the recycling point for discarding of used Christmas trees is at Smith’s Farm Shop on Brampton Lane. DDC will be collecting them on 12/01/2010 to shred with other organic waste to make a soil improver. 

COMMENT UNTIL NEXT TIME:

We hope you all had a good Christmas and now wish you a very happy and prosperous new year.

                                   Gordon Poole (Clerk) – 01604 844099                                   

                              John Clarke (Chairman) – 01604 847976



