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                               FRIENDS OF BOUGHTON AREA

Further Representations on the draft West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment

(Addendum to Representations dated February 10th 2010

Relating to the Parish of Boughton)

DDC793 (referred to as Warren Spinney in map “Moulton south D30”)

Since this site was not included in map D4 (Boughton), and was only discovered later by chance, it was not possible to consider it within the consultation period and in our earlier submissions. Warren Spinney is identified in the SHLAA as being in Moulton but it is actually in the parish of Boughton and more than a third of DDC793 is within Boughton Parish – the whole of the area west of Spectacle Lane. We therefore request that the following representations be taken into account in our representations relating to Boughton.

It is also inapt to describe the site, in the assessment, as “an edge of settlement area in Moulton” since it covers the whole of the open area north of the Moulton Road/Boughton Lane and much of the land to the south of these roads between the villages of Boughton and Moulton and its development would join the two villages together.

We would also observe that the ruined church of St John the Baptist and its churchyard are included in DDC 793. The ruined church is a Grade 11 listed building believed to date from the 14th century.  The churchyard itself remains consecrated ground in which burials still take place and the adjoining spinney is ravine-like in its formation and appears to be quite unsuitable for housing development.

The site is described as “accessible but may need road improvements to facilitate the development proposed”. This description seriously understates the scale of the problems involved in providing acceptable access for any large scale housing development. These problems would appear to be insuperable as there is no adequate road network on the north side of Northampton - see section 2 of our Representations on the draft SHLAA (West Northampton Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment) dated February 10th 2010 dealing with the sites in map D4 (Boughton).

If the reference in the assessment of DDC793 to the site being accessible relates to the Moulton Lane /Boughton Road which bisects the site then we would observe that this road in its width and horizontal and vertical alignment is totally inadequate to serve housing development on the scale indicated. Furthermore, this road is already inadequate to serve the existing traffic between Boughton and Moulton. It would be very difficult to create a satisfactory road system which would enable traffic from the development to reach a major route such as the A43 or A508 whilst avoiding the built up parts of Moulton and Boughton. Any acceptable system would involve major off-site works on land which is unlikely to be under the control of the developer and/or the owner of site DDC793.
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