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Dear Mr Ellis,

Outline (amended) planning application DA/2007/1400

Residential development consisting of approx 1050 dwellings with employment area, local center, primary school, care home, open space, structural landscaping, highways and drainage infrastructure works and a park & ride scheme on Buckton Fields in Boughton Parish

Following two previous letters (attached) of response to this application, a public meeting with Parish Council on 25th October 2010 and a Parish Council meeting on 8th November 2010 to resolve on a third response, the following are some further points in the process of Boughton Parish Council continuing to oppose the development of Buckton Fields and applications related to it; particularly DA/2007/1400 & DA/2008/0500.

We note the application is not to be submitted to the DDC Planning Committee in the short term so we will submit further responses if necessary.

1. Give weight to the substantial reasons for refusal given by DDC for the development of Buckton Fields on planning application DA/2000/0630 dated 02/05/2001 which still apply.

NBC has adequate capacity within the Borough to cater for this demand – ref: NBC response to DDC on this development under ref: 2007/1583 dated 04/08/2008, bullet point No: 2.

2. Question the ‘need’ for this development. At the public examination held into Draft Strategy in March and April 2004, DDC submitted representation to the Panel, in which it stated that the site described as Buckton Fields was no longer needed and that housing numbers allocated to the site would be better allocated at Daventry itself. As it stands, neither Borough nor DDC have a need to develop the Greenfield site as emphasised in PPG3.

3. Ensure the long-outstanding Local Development Framework (including social and highway infrastructure) is in place before the development is considered; without it, the application is premature, particularly in view of the uncertainty surrounding the planned revocation of regional strategies by the Secretary of State.

4. Ensure that funding is secured for highway infrastructure surrounding the development is in place and is looked at cumulatively with other developments before deciding on the application. The development will obviously generate substantial increased traffic so we strongly object to the developer stating that the traffic generated that could route through the villages was very low and was considered to be insignificant (Ref: Page 50, Addendum Transport Assessment).

5. Confirm that traffic calming systems (as conditioned in HS2) will be installed in nearby villages; also that Harborough Road, Holly Lodge Drive, Welford Road and the routes through Kingsthorpe, to Moulton Park, Moulton College, University, Northampton College, Brampton and Brixworth, etc. are particularly addressed cumulatively to assess the impact on them. 

6. Ensure no significant adverse impact from the loss of the agricultural land graded 1, 2, 3a and 3b.
7. Request the developer to withdraw application DA/2008/0500 to avoid confusion until DA/2007/1400 is decided upon. An acknowledged mistake on this has already been made in a letter from developer.

8. Ensure that a report from NCC Highways is received before a decision on the application is submitted to the DDC Planning Committee. We note that NCC Highways did not offer a response to the application when it was previously being considered in December 2007.

9. Provide copy of responses from NCC Highways, NBC and DDC Case Officer as soon as available.

With best regards

Yours sincerely

Gordon Poole (Clerk)

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

13th October 2010
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Dear Mr Ellis,

Outline (amended) planning application DA/2007/1400

Residential development consisting of approx 1050 dwellings with employment area, local center, primary school, care home, open space, structural landscaping, highways and drainage infrastructure works and a park and ride scheme on 

Buckton Fields, between Brampton Lane, Harborough Rd & Welford Rd in Boughton Parish

Boughton Parish Council has consistently opposed development of this land. The reasons for its objection have been stated in responses (dated 17/01/2008 and 19/08/2008) to the original planning application (DA/2007/1400) for 1250 dwellings and responses (dated 04/06/2008 and 19/08/2008) to a subordinate application (DA/2008/0500) for phase 1 (Buckton Fields East) for 500 of the 1250 dwellings. 

Outline (amended) application DA/2007/1400 does not change the Parish Council’s fundamental reasons for opposition to the Buckton Fields development, therefore, they object to this amended application. 

The Council will be submitting a further response regarding the amendments that have been made in the current application. Due to the substance of the matter, its volume of documentation, to arrange consultation meetings and for residents to fully review it and formulate responses, we recommend an extension of the 27/10/2010 response deadline.

We would appreciate your assurance that the relevant previous responses to both DA/2007/1400 and DA/2008/0500 from residents, their representatives (including MP’s) and other Councils, particularly that from NBC (Ref: 2007/1583 dated 04/08/2008) will be submitted to the Planning Committee for consideration. We also request that planning application DA/2008/0500 be withdrawn until DA/2007/1400 has been resolved.

With best regards

Yours sincerely

Gordon Poole (Clerk)

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL

26th October 2010
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Dear Mr Ellis,

Outline (amended) planning application DA/2007/1400

Residential development consisting of approx 1050 dwellings with employment area, local center, primary school, care home, open space, structural landscaping, highways and drainage infrastructure works and a park & ride scheme on Buckton Fields in Boughton Parish

Letters dated 15th and 19th October 2010 from The Ensign Group Limited to residents in Boughton has resulted in Council requesting me to write to you expressing concern that confusion has arisen due to Ensign’s acknowledged error of quoting reference number DA/2008/0500 instead of DA/2007/1400.

You will recall that in our preliminary response letter dated 13th October 2010, we recommended that planning application DA/2008/0500 be withdrawn. As a result of the error, we now strongly recommend that it be so to eliminate any ‘twin tracking’ of applications related to the Buckton Fields site. Further recommendations that have been put forward are:

1. Extend the deadline for responses beyond the 9th November 2010 you agreed with me; as a result of the application’s substance, impact and necessity for wide consultation.

2. Ensure a ‘Local Development Framework’ is in place before considering the application further.

3. Refrain from any decision on the application until NCC Highways has produced and published a report in response to the application. 

An email from NCC’s Rob Sim-Jones dated 15/10/2010 states ‘Negotiations are ongoing with the developer and given the complexities of the application, it is unlikely we will be responding in the near future’. This seems contrary to that stated by NCC’s Mark Chant in his letter to Keith Thursfield (Ref: CONS/DDC/MC dated 16th January 2007) that stated under the heading of Transport ‘The County Council as Highways Authority will be responding separately to this’. We understand that a response from NCC was not produced when the application was first submitted and it seems that one will not be produced again.  

4. Particularly take note of NBC’s rejection dated 30th July 2008 of the application’s previous submission.

5. Ensure that traffic calming measures are implemented in surrounding villages; such an item was not included in the list of ‘additional revisions’ stated in an Ensign letter to residents dated 15th October 2010.

With best regards

Yours sincerely

Gordon Poole (Clerk)

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
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